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TACWA Meeting Minutes 
El Paso, Texas 
January 26, 2024
9:00 a.m.

The Texas Association of Clean Water Agencies (TACWA) meeting on January 26, 2024, was hosted by El Paso Water and sponsored by Carollo, Hazen, Garver, and Burns & McDonnell.
See attached sign-in sheet – Total attendees signed in was 100.


Business Meeting:
· President Bill Gase opened the business meeting, welcomed guests, and thanked El Paso Water for hosting and the sponsors for their contributions.
· President Bill Gase announced the end of his term as President.
· Introduction of Michael Brinkmann as the new TACWA President and Walid Samarneh as the new Vice President.

· Nomination of Michelle Carte for Secretary and Neranga Gamage for Deputy Secretary for TACWA. Members approved the nomination by voice vote. 
· Michael Brinkmann took over the meeting.

· Introductions by attendees. 

· Gilbert Trejo, PE, VP - Engineering, Operations & Technical Services, welcomed the attendees and thanked TACWA for coming to El Paso. Gilbert provided an overview of El Paso Water and announced the new WEAT chapter recently formed in El Paso.
· Welcome message from NACWA CEO Adam Krantz.
· Approved the November 17, 2023, Meeting Minutes.
· Motion approved to sponsor Texas 4-H Water Ambassadors Program at the signature level of $5,000.00.

· Jody Zabolio, NACWA, mentioned that Larry Patterson, UTRWD, will be speaking at the NACWA Winter Conference in Austin.
· Joanna Wilson announced Greater Houston Area Pretreatment Professionals’ (subcommittee of WEAT Pretreatment Committee) first meeting. Scheduled for 11:30AM – 1:00PM on February 28th in the Pearland area. Anyone who is interested in joining can contact Joanna or Neranga.  
Regulatory Updates:
Chris Pasch 
· WEAT Pretreatment group met with NACWA and EPA on EPAs Information Collection on PFAS which require utilities to collect PFAS data. The objective is to make it a productive effort since WEAT believes that EPA is not optimally utilizing the wealth of available pretreatment knowledge in the industry.
· WEAT has been working with TCEQ on Implementation Procedures (IPs), TCEQs book for permit writers. Even though IPs are supposed to be updated every 3 years, current IPs were last updated in 2010. Next revision will have updated whole effluent toxicity language, how TDS will be permitted for utilities. Even though TCEQ has not incorporated all comments from WEAT on TDS permitting, WEAT has still made good progress on TDS.   

· WEAT/TACWA nutrient Committee’s meeting with TCEQ will be next Monday, January 29, 2024 in Austin, to discuss nutrient limits that will be implemented in Texas. EPA has been pushing TCEQ to include more nutrient removal in their permits. While it has not been a priority for TCEQ so far, it can change anytime.  
Julie Nahrgang
· Last Texas Legislative session started on election day in November. Top issue of this legislative session was the budget surplus. Last year Texas had nearly a $34B budget surplus in its two-year budget. It was partially oil and gas revenue and increased sales tax revenue due to inflation. All lawmakers wanted to secure funding for their particular interests (e.g., transportation, water, border security, property tax relief) from the surplus. 
· Key Committees that heard water bills during this session: Senate Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs Committee; House Natural Resources Committee; House Environmental Regulation Committee.
· Water Caucus - 73 of the 150 legislators joined. 

· Funding: $1B reserved through SB28, at least 25% will go to new water supplies such as desal projects, produced water projects, and ASR projects. $625M went to flood infrastructure projects, $0.5B to coastal barrier, $125M to SRF matching funds, $3 to rural technical support, and $1.7M to rural project money. 
· TCEQ SUNSET Bill – Done every 12 years. TCEQ, TWDB and PUC went through the review. This review identified the need for both greater transparency and greater efficiency. 

Technical Presentations:
9:15 – 9:45 “El Paso Water’s Approach to DPR Paves the Way” - Sanaan Villalobos, P.E., Carollo
9:45 – 10:15 “Ensuring High Quality Wastewater Effluent to El Paso Water’s Advanced Purification Facility” - Brandt Miller, P.E., Hazen & Sawyer
10:15 – 10:45 "Alfalfa Lift Station: How a wastewater project saved a water project.” - Angel Bustamante, P.E., El Paso Water, Marco Ramirez, P.E., & Ty Riebe, P.E., Garver  
10:45 – 11:00 Break 

11:00 – 11:25 “Wisdom from Wastewater: Utilizing pathogen-based wastewater monitoring for public health preparedness” - Anna Gitter, Ph.D.
11:25 – 11:50 "AI accelerates your Digital Water Strategy: A Horse and Cart Story” - Seth Johnstone, P.E., Burns & McDonnell
11:50 – 12:15 "Texas Legislative Update” - Julie Nahrgang, WEAT
Future Meetings:
a. March 22, 2024 - Austin Water
b. May 17, 2024 – TACWA, Flower Mound, UTRWD

c. July 26, 2024 – TACWA, City of Houston and Gulf Coast Authority

d. September 27, 2024 – TACWA, San Antonio Water System
e. November 12, 2024 – TACWA, Austin/Horizon Conference
President Michael Brinkmann closed with thanks to El Paso Water for hosting and to the sponsors Carollo, Hazen, Garver, and Burns & McDonnell.
Thank you Sponsors!
Adjourned for Lunch/Networking at 12:15 PM
Page 1 of 2
Page 2 of 2

