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TACWA Meeting Minutes 
Corpus Christi, Texas
January 31, 2020
9:00 a.m.

The Texas Association of Clean Water Agencies (TACWA) meeting on January 31, 2020, was hosted by the City of Corpus Christi Water Utilities Department and sponsored by Plummer, LNV Engineers, Inc, Freese & Nichols, and Hazen & Sawyer. 
Those in attendance included:
Ron Patel - City of Dallas; Bill Gase - City of Garland; Brianna Morales - GCA; Magda Alanis - City of Houston; Gordon Pederson - GCA; Julie Nahrgang - WEAT/TACWA; Ajia Fielder - City of Corpus Christi; Chris C - City of Corpus Christi; Crystal Ybanez - City of Corpus Christi; Daniel Deng - City of Corpus Christi; Gabriel Ramirez - City of Corpus Christi; Jennifer Ramirz - City of Corpus Christi; Kevin Norton - City of Corpus Christi; Luis Vargas - City of Corpus Christi; Maria Aguilar - City of Corpus Christi; Maria Corona - City of Corpus Christi; Nikki Gordon - City of Corpus Christi; Reba George - City of Corpus Christi; Robert Coln - City of Corpus Christi; Sharron Bailey Murphy - City of Corpus Christi; Terri Ordonez - City of Corpus Christi; Wesley Nebgen - City of Corpus Christi; Carol La Breche - City of Houston; Shannon Dunne - City of Houston; Walid Samarneh - City of Houston;  Denise Ehrlich - GCA; Jonte Greer - GCA; Leonard Levine - GCA; Brian Williams - San Patricio Municipal Water Dist; Mustapha Muhammad - SAWS; Temple Williamson - SAWS; Patty Cleveland - TRA; Michelle Carte - UTRWD; Matias Pasch - WEAT/TACWA; Chris Hale - Binkley & Barfield; Reed Meriwether - Binkley & Barfield; Stacy Barna - CDM Smith; Ted Stawasz - CP&Y; David Bennet - FNI; Jason Cocklin - FNI; Raymond Longoria - FNI; Dan Olson - Garver; Jeff Sober - Garver; Brandt Miller - Hazen & Sawyer; Laurel Rowse - Hazen & Sawyer;  Mohammad Bayan - Jones|Carter; Nieves Alfaro - Jones|Carter; Mark Jensen - LAN Inc; Scott Harris - LAN Inc; Hasibul Hasan - LNV, Inc; Joe Trejo - LNV, Inc; Kate Nartey-Quaye - LNV, Inc; Logan Burton - LNV, Inc; Janet Sims - Perkins Engineering; Chris Pasch - Plummer; Jeff Caffey - Plummer; Maridel Jimenez - Plummer; Mary Portillo - Plummer; Peggy Glass - Plummer; Rick Hidalgo - Signature Automation; Sam Irrinki - Weston Solutions; Mark Maroney - Urban Engineering;


Business Meeting:
· President Alanis opened the meeting, welcomed guests and thanked the City of Corpus Christi Water Utilities Department for hosting and the sponsors. 
· President Alanis announced her retirement with TACWA
· Introduction of Ron Patel as the new TACWA President and Bill Gase as the new Vice President.
· Nomination of Brianna Morales for Secretary with TACWA. Members approved the nomination by voice vote.
· Welcome – Kevin Norton, Corpus Christi, Director of Water Utilities
· Mr. Norton welcomed everyone to Corpus Christi.  
· Approved the November 15, 2019 Meeting Minutes.
· Motion approved - Guideline for hosting a meeting. The utility hosting the meeting will need to be in good standing.
· Motion approved to sponsor Texas 4-H Water Ambassadors Program at the signature level of $5,000.00.

Peggy Glass: 
· TDS Report – Due to David Galindo being out during the month of December, the meeting with TCEQ to receive feedback on proposed revisions to the Implementation Procedures is expected to occur in February. TDS is still being discussed nationally because we need the EPA to come up with better criteria based on the protection of aquatic life use. Bill Gase will be on a NACWA panel to discuss regulatory challenges with EPA and TDS issues that Texas faces.

· HR 1497 The Water Quality Protection & Job Creation Act– This bill contains a proposed amendment to the Clean Water Act to change NPDES permit terms from 5 years to 10 years. However, automatic administrative extensions would no longer be allowed.
Janet Sims: 
· The TCEQ Monitoring and Assessment Division issued for public comment the Draft 2020 Texas Integrated Report for Surface Water Quality which evaluates the quality of surface waters in the state. The Integrated reports are issued every 2 years and are based on 7 years of data and are used to identify impaired water bodies.  No comments were received for the 2020 Draft Report during the public comment period, which was held from November 22, 2019 through January 3, 2020.
· The Water Quality Advisory Work Group (WQAWG) met on January 21, 2020. 
· New Water Treatment Plant General Permit (TXG640000): TCEQ is developing a new general permit that would authorize the discharge of wastewater generated as a result of conventional water treatment at water treatment facilities into or adjacent to water in the state. TCEQ is sending the draft permit to EPA for review in March 2020. It will be available for official public comment after it is received back from EPA.
· Ch. 312 Sludge Rule Revisions: The proposed rules were published for comment on October 25th.  A public hearing was held in Austin on November 19th.  The proposed Agenda date for the Consideration of Adoption is March 25th, which means the proposed Adopted rules will be posted on back-up March 6th.  Response to comments will be available with the proposed rules.  If adopted by the Commission, the effective date of the rule will be April 16th.
· Ch. 319 Revisions Relating to the 2017 Federal Analytical Method Update Rule: Was not discussed in detail at the WQAWG meeting. TCEQ received comments on the newly proposed minimum analytical levels.  They are in the process of responding to the comments. The proposed MAL will not be implemented soon.  The 4 new parameters that were adopted by TCEQ in the Texas Surface Water Quality Standard Rules (30 TAC Chapter 307), which have no MALs or analytical methods approved in the CWA were discussed.   TCEQ has agreed to allow waivers based on whether there are industrial discharges to the facility that have the pollutants. At this time, it is not necessary to analyze the influent and effluent for the new parameters to comply with pretreatment program requirements.
· Pretreatment Stakeholder Group Meeting was held on January 23, 2020. Discussion topics were: The electronic reporting for pretreatment program reports that was scheduled to launch in September of 2020 will be delayed. The pretreatment team has made progress in their review of the programs that have been submitted for proposed modifications.  Ten percent of the review have been completed.  The goal is to complete all reviews by August of 2020.  TCEQ is evaluating alternatives for the current influent and effluent monitoring requirements that is in all permits that have pretreatment programs.  They are considering alternatives to reduce the burden of the requirement. 

· On March 9, 2020 the Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Group will be meeting in Building F from 9:30am – 3:00pm. The purpose of the meeting is to explain how they plan to revise the surface quality standard rules.  Opportunity for public input will be available.
Julie Nahrgang: 
· State Legislative Update: Senate Interim Meeting was held on January 22, 2020 and it covered water supply and focused heavily on produced water. Interim Committee Charges were released and there is a heavy focus on flood planning, disaster preparedness, produced water supply, water supply planning and infrastructure resiliency.
· TACWA and WEAT produced comments on Biosolids specifically prohibiting grit and grease trap waste, clarifying setbacks and notice requirements.

· HB Produced water is being looked at in legislature with the passage of HB 2771. TCEQ seeks to adopt permits for three oil & gas waste streams and TCEQ is required to submit for TPDES permits for these streams by September 2021.
· HB 2771 - Seeks to transfer shift authority for produced water from the Railroad Commission of Texas and TCEQ to just TCEQ. 13 permits have been issued for the discharge of produced waters between 2018 and 2019 in the state of Texas.

· WOTUS – Now referred to as the Navigable Waters Rule. The final rule also details 12 categories of exclusions, features that are not “waters of the United States,” such as features that only contain water in direct response to rainfall; groundwater; many ditches; prior converted cropland; and waste treatment systems.
· PFAS – National Defense Authorization Act no longer directs the EPA to set a national drinking water standard for any PFAS under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). NDAA no longer requires the EPA to list PFAS on the Clean Water Act toxic pollutant list, nor does it require the agency to publish enforceable standards for PFAS.
Gordon Pederson (NACWA Update): 

· NACWA’s Winter Conference is being held in Atlanta, GA from February 4 – 7, 2020.
· The next conference will be the Summer Conference in Seattle, WA from July 13 - July 16, 2020 and NACWA will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary.

· In 2020 NACWA has spent a lot of time representing issues such as PFAS and infrastructure development and more information regarding how this is being handled is available on NACWA’s website.
· Two upcoming webinars are:

· EPA - Creating the Water Workforce of the Future on February 18, 2020.
· NACWA- Dealing with Disruption: Operationalizing Resilience in the Water Sector Webinar Part 3 on February 26, 2020.
Technical Presentations:
· “Tertiary Filtration and Disinfection Improvements at Whitecap WWTP” Jason Cocklin, P.E., BCEE, Freese and Nichols, Inc.
· “Construction in Tight Spaces: Update on the Oso WRP Lift Station & Headworks Project” Logan Burton, P.E., Kate Nartey-Quaye, P.E, LNV Engineers, Inc.
· “Using Metabolic and Physical Selectors to Densify Activated Sludge” Brandt Miller, P.E., Hazen and Sawyer
· “Big Approach for Small Diameter Sewer Repairs - Implementing Consent Decree Remedial Measures on the SAWS BPC Central Small Diameter Package 4 Project” Maridel Jimenez, Plummer
· “Overwhelmed and Overloaded? Do More with Less by Increasing Capacity and Resiliency with IFAS” Mark A. Maroney, P.E., Urban Engineering
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