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TACWA Meeting Minutes 
San Antonio, Texas 
September 22, 2023
9:00 a.m.

The Texas Association of Clean Water Agencies (TACWA) meeting on September 2, 2023, was hosted by San Antonio Water System (SAWS) and sponsored by Carollo Engineers, Garver, Jacobs, and STV Inc.
See attached sign-in sheet – Total attendees signed in was 55.


Business Meeting
· President Bill Gase opened the business meeting, welcomed guests, and thanked SAWS for hosting and the sponsors for their contributions.
· Welcome to San Antonio was by Alissa Lockett Senior Director – Production & Treatment 
· Approved the July 21, 2023, Meeting Minutes.
Regulatory Updates

Meg Pierce-Walsh 
MS4 for Small Systems - TCEQ is in the process of renewing the TPDES Phase II Municipal Separate Sewer System (MS4) General Permit, TXR040000, which expires January 24, 2024. Public comment ended September 25, 2023. January 24, 2024, is the date to expect final permit. That gives 180 days to comply, if applicable. ‘Urbanized areas’ with more than 50k people will now need to obtain permit. Storm water management plan will no longer be approved, but necessary. TCEQ is moving toward NET MS4 (EPA system), rather than STEERS. Review final for changes.

Janet Sims

Texas Surface Water Quality Standards (Standards) - The process to review the Standards includes the public and usually occurs every three years.  The last was updated and adopted September 2022. Now is the time to start the triennial review; however, it takes several years to complete the complex process, notices are expensive, and the EPA is still working on comments to some previous standards.
Julie Nahrgang
Legislative Updates
The Texas Senate on September 16th acquitted Attorney General Ken Paxton.
Two special sessions have already occurred; the third looked at School Choice – a voucher program that could allow state funds to be used for private school options.

Water funding Bill – (Perry and King) Proposition 6 would amend the state constitution to create the Texas Water Fund and provide the $1 billion dollars to address aging water infrastructure and gaps to access in clean drinking water. Of the $1B, 25% (minimum) will go to new water sources,

Senator Perry has identified those. The remainder will go to existing funds. Propositions 6, 7 and 8 are all infrastructure based. Proposed amendments are going before voters November 7th.
The State Revolving Fund (SRF) – SRFs (providing low-cost financial assistance for water systems) are currently seven times over-subscribed.

September 1st, several bills went into effect – they will have rules built around them, including on-site reuse and the licensing bill (provisional bill for high school students).

Senate Bill 3, Winter Storm Uri based – Two extra hours of resiliency training are required  for water operators now. 
 Technical Presentations

9:30 – 10:00 PFAS in Drinking Water and Wastewater: A Comprehensive Review of Occurrence, Risks, and Treatment Strategies, Swaroop C Puchalapalli, P.E., Associate Vice President - STV

10:00 – 10:30 CMAR Preconstruction Services: What You Should Expect, John Awezec, P.E., Sr. Vice President - Carollo Engineers

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 11:15 Blowers for Large Treatment Facilities, Greg Swoboda, P.E, Sr. Project Manager, and Rusty Tate, P.E.,– Garver; Ila Drzymala, PhD, P.E., Sr. Project Engineer - SAWS

11:15 – 11:45 Key Decisions When Designing Dewatering Facilities, Matt Berg, P.E., Project Manager – Jacobs

11:45 – 12:15 Leon Creek Energy Savings, Tram Bender, Manager - Leon Creek Water Recycling Center - SAWS

12:15 - Adjourn to Lunch

Future Meetings:
a. November 17, 2023 – TACWA, City of Garland
b. January 31, 2024 – TACWA, City of El Paso
c. March 22, 2024 – TACWA, City of Austin

d. May 17, 2023 – TACWA, UTRWD
e. July 2024 – TACWA, GCA and City of Houston

f. September 2024 – TACWA, City of San Antonio

g. November 2024 – WEAT/TACWA, City of Austin ( One-hour TACWA business meeting preceding WEAT HORIZON)
President Bill Gase closed with thanks to SAWS for hosting and to the sponsors Carollo Engineers, Garver, Jacobs, and STV Inc.
Thank you Sponsors!
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