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TACWA Meeting Minutes 
Lewisville, Texas 
March 27, 2026
9:00 a.m.

The Texas Association of Clean Water Agencies (TACWA) meeting on March 27, 2026, was hosted by Upper Trinity Regional Water District (UTRWD) and sponsored by CDM Smith, Hazen & Sawyer, Wade Trim, and Carollo.

· The President welcomed guests and thanked UTRWD for hosting and the sponsors for their financial contributions.

· Welcome remarks were given by Larry N. Patterson P.E., Executive Director of UTRWD
Business Meeting:
· The President opened the business meeting.

· Approved the January 2026 Meeting Minutes.

· Approved proposed changes to the bylaws regarding membership and board seats.

· Announced the succession of officers: Walid as the next President, Michelle as Vice President, and Neranga as the Secretary. Two remaining positions (Deputy Secretary and Member at Large) will be voted on at the next session in June.

Regulatory Updates:
· Jody & Michelle:
· Reminded attendees about the upcoming National Fly-In event in April for water professionals to meet with representatives.
· Cassie Bell:
· DO Modeling: TCEQ staffing limitations have delayed the dissolved oxygen (DO) modeling process. To expedite technical processing, TCEQ established a checklist process for TPDES applicants and approved third-party DO modelers.

· Implementation Procedures: Will be updated with screening conditions based on the 2022 population.

· Upcoming Events: The TCEQ Trade Fair (May), NACWA Pretreatment Workshop (May), and the Region VI Workshop (July).
· Meg:
· Surface Water Quality Standards: The 2026 standards have been delayed until 2027. TCEQ will release the implementation procedures and Texas surface water quality standards together. Furthermore, draft general criteria for dissolved salts in bays and estuaries are being developed.

· General Permits: The Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) expires in August. The benchmark monitoring value for WWTPs remains 15 mg/L for BOD, and electronic Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP) are now explicitly permitted.

Julie Nahrgang - Legislative Updates:
· Interim Charges: Currently in the legislative interim between the 89th and 90th sessions, the House Natural Resources Committee is monitoring the implementation of SB 7 and HB 500 (Texas Water Fund). The House is heavily focused on groundwater disputes and brackish groundwater production zones.

· State Water Plan: Senator Perry submitted a charge to the Senate Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs Committee to study incorporating wastewater into the State Water Plan. This would allow wastewater needs to be a formalized part of regional planning and funding conversations.

· PFAS in Biosolids: WEAT and TACWA have partnered with Plummer to conduct an anonymized, voluntary survey of utilities regarding PFAS in biosolids (gathering data on amounts produced, disposal methods, and contributing streams). Gathering Texas-specific data is critical to successfully defending the state's biosolids program and land application practices.

Future Meetings: 
· June 5, 2026 – City of Austin 
· July 17, 2026 – Houston / Gulf Coast Authority 
· September 18, 2026 – TBD 
· November 10, 2026 – TBD

Technical Presentations:
· 10:20 – 10:40 UV Disinfection Design and Procurement Guidelines - Andrea Tom, CDM Smith

· 10:45 – 11:05 Biosolids and PFAS Destruction Technologies - Status of Bringing New Technologies to Full Scale - Scott Hardy and Harrison Duban, Hazen and Sawyer

· 11:25 – 11:45 Mitigating Wet Weather Impacts on Collection Systems and Facilities - David White, Wade Trim

· 11:50 – 12:10 Creative Operational Strategies for Rapid Service Area Growth: a Case Study Panel Discussion – Joe Thompson and Jeff Mlak, UTRWD and Troy Laman, Anton Dapcic, Sam Barraco, Carollo

Adjourned for Lunch & Networking at 1:00 PM
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