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TACWA Meeting Minutes 
Lewisville, Texas 
May 16, 2025
9:00 a.m.

The Texas Association of Clean Water Agencies (TACWA) meeting on May 16, 2025, was hosted by UTRWD and sponsored by CDM Smith, Arcadis, Carollo, and Garver.
See attached sign-in sheet – Total attendees signed in was 55.

· President Mike Brinkmann welcomed guests, and thanked UTRWD for hosting and the sponsors for their contributions.
· Welcome remarks by Larry N. Patterson P.E., Executive Director, UTRWD.
· Introductions by attendees.
Business Meeting:

· President Mike Brinkmann opened the business meeting
· Approved February 28, 2025, Meeting Minutes.
Regulatory Updates:
Meat & Hunt
· Industrial Pretreatment Program Update: TCEQ held a stakeholder meeting in April focusing on the new NetPPR electronic reporting system, which will be implemented this fall. The application will be accessible three months before a pretreatment program's annual report is due. TCEQ is working on creating an Excel template for influent and effluent data entry.

The Region VI Pretreatment Association Workshop will be held in Hot Springs, Arkansas in August.

· Surface Water Quality: A 2026 revision is planned, with the proposed agenda and public comment period set for November 2025, a public hearing in 2026, and adoption in May 2026. TCEQ is considering implementing numerical salinity criteria for each bay system, moving beyond the current narrative criteria. Changes to site-specific criteria include updates for new segments such as Bodark Creek.

· General Permits: An amendment for the MSGP is underway, separate from its 2026 renewal, and will include formatting changes, reorganization, clarifications for MS4s, and an option for preparing an electronic SWPPP. Benchmark values for MSGP will be lowered, but not for Sector T (wastewater treatment work sector). Public comment for this amendment is tentatively scheduled for December 2025.

The conventional water treatment plant general permit is also up for renewal, with the comment period closing in April. Major changes include a requirement for discharges to be chlorinated to less than 0.1 milligrams per liter total chlorine residual prior to discharging.

A reminder was issued that new general permits require application for coverage within 90 days of their effective date.

· New Map Search Engine: TCEQ has launched a new map search engine at permit-search.tcq.texas.gov, which combines air, water, and waste permits into one map-based tool, replacing various other search engines. 
Julie Nahrgang 
· Bio-solids Bill (House Bill 1674, Kerwin's bill): This bill, considered a de facto ban on land application of bio-solids, aimed to set PFAS limits for 17 constituents. If exceeded, it would have mandated landfilling, posing significant capacity and cost issues. It was heard late in the House Environmental Reg Committee but did not make the deadline to be voted on by the committee, thus it is dead in its current iteration. Julie expressed thanks for the efforts that helped defeat this bill.

· Texas Water Fund Funding: HB 500 - A supplemental budget bill securing a $2.5 billion one-time infusion into the Texas Water Fund. SB 7 - Creates the architecture for how the $2.5 billion will be distributed and establishes an overarching program for fund usage; it is contingent on HB 500 passing. HJR 7 - Proposes $1 billion in ongoing dedicated funding annually for the Texas Water Fund. 
· Wise Regional Water District Bill: This bill, attempting to form a district similar to Upper Trinity for Wise county, failed in the House but was still floating around in the Senate.

Future Meetings:

a. September 19, 2025 – San Antonio 

b. November 14, 2025 – Garland 

c. January 23, 2026 – TBD
d. March 26, 2026 – TBD
Technical Presentations:
· 10:20 - 10:40 Why Replace In-Kind When You Can Build Better - Samir Mathur, CDM Smith
· 10:45 - 11:05 Deploying Advanced Drones and Artificial Intelligence in Sewer Condition Assessment, Matthew Kiefer, Arcadis
· 11:25 - 11:45 WRF 5107: Disc Filter Technologies: Exploring the Benefits of Large Frame Cloth Media Filters, Tasie Kade, Carollo
· 11:50 - 12:10 Reducing risk on the District’s Riverbend WWTP Influent Lift Station, Paul Banschbach, Garver
President Michael Brinkmann closed with thanks to UTRWD for hosting and to the sponsors CDM Smith, Arcadis, Carollo, and Garver.

Thank you Sponsors!
Adjourned for Lunch/Networking at 12:10 PM
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